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THE COUNTRY MANAGER, 
A DRAMA OF REAL LIFE, 


In Five Parts. 


ACT THE FIRST, 

Exhibits all his early acts, the scenes of 
his youth, his character, his apprenticc- 
ship, his first visit to the play, his debut 
at a classic “ gaff,” his Lencfit, and how 
he gulled the public. 

Some time about the year 17—, in a dull 
low back strect, in the ancient city of Bristol, 
lid one Ovadiah Grubace, who followed 
the grave, but pecessary, calling of an un- 
dertaker. Obadiah was a staid and res- 
pectable man, and loved his profession—so 
much, indeed, that he lived opposite a burial- 
ground, and next door to a dead wall. 
Now Obadiah, having taken unto bimself a 
wife to comfort his declining years, was 
much rejoiced on being called up in the 
middle of a January night, and being in 
formed that Mrs. G. had presented her 
lord with a son and heir; and great was the 
delight thereat, 

Gabriel junior, was one of those urchins 
in whom dame nature aj peared to have 
concentrated every petty meanness and low 
cunning, for the purpose of annoying his 
fellow-beings—he was near and selfish to 
the last degree, vulgarly ignorant, conceited, 
consequential, and a bul'y. With these 
gifts of nature, who could doubt that, at 
some period or other, Gabriel must become 
a great man in his way. His father watched 
these dawning beauties of his son with 
filial joy, and often did he exclaim with 
rapture, ‘* If Gabriel should live, he’ll be a 
second Buonaparte.”’ . Coffin-making not 
being in very great request, on account of 


i 
4 


the war, which was then at its height, and 


| old Grubage thinking, although he might 
find emplovment enough for himself he 
could not for his son, resolved that, to give 
| Gabriel a chance of rising in the world, he 
' would article him to a printer, and for that 
murpose sought one Mr. Guy, to whom! he 
bound little Gabriel in the capacity of devil. 
| Now, be it known, the office of the said Guy 
was adjoining that place of public?recrea- 
‘tion known as the Bristol ‘Theatre, where 
the vouths and attachés of Guy’s establish- 
ment. oft, in evening hours of relaxation, 
‘adjourned to enjoy the mysteries and thage- 
i dies therein represented, which, on the 
following morning, was generallyjthe sub- 
ject of joyous conversations ; and Gabricl’s 
youthful ear and anxious mouth were ex- 
‘tended to hear the applauses received by 
Mr. Cooke as Richard the Third, and how 
Mrs. Jordan got 50/. a night, and how 
Bannister was to have 39/.; andfhis brain 
blazed to think how, if it were :true, he 
might turn it to account. 


With anxious heart and joyous steps did 
Gabriel rush to the gallery-door, and en- 
sconce himself again in the Temple of 
the Muses. The play was Richard, and 

the great George Frederick Cooke, then in 
_all his energy, su delighted young Gabriel, 
| that from that hour he resolved to be an 
actor. No work, all play, thought he, and 
501. a night, The play over, he returned 
| to his sleepless couch, and resolved on the 
first opportunity to try his talents for the 
art. A chance soon occurred: by an itine- 
ant troop taking up their quarters in the 
town, to oppose the regular theatre, when 
Gabriel, leaving the printing-office, to try 
his fortune on the stage, offered his services. 
He was accepted—to deliver hills, sweep 
the stage, aud act little parts. Gabriel’s 
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heart rejoiced, and thus commenced his 
first step to managerial fame , but the com- 
pany whiel Gabricl joined, after sojourning 
some time in Uristol, quitted that city, and 
young Gabriel, initiated in the mysteries of 
the art, sighed for higher things than the 
delivery of messages an:l carrying of ban- 
ners. So he resolved to try his luck in 
London. 

All those who recollect the Strand before 
the improvements rendered it the beautiful 
street it now is, must remember the old 
shop of Deville, the phrenologist, where 
all sorts of grim heads frowned from the 
windows of the passers by, and next to this 
shop was a court, in which was coustructed 
a small theatre, entitled the “ Dominion of 
Fancy,” where the ombri Chinois and other 
curious performances were exhibited. Now, 
it was necessary, in order to represent the, 
popular drama of the Broken Bri-/ge (since 
so well known by the itinerant Punch-and- 
Judyists about the street by night, where 
the little black figures, with a candle or two 
behind a piece of linen, enact a regular 
drama), to have an actor or two to sing and 
recite the dialogue attached to the evolu- 
tions of the figures. The proprietor of this 
establishment thinking Gubriel a man 
suited for his purpose, engaged him ; and 
in conjunction with one Stubbings, he acted 
the delightful dramas represented at this 
establishment—but. be it known, to the dis 
grace of London’s fanous city, notwith- 
standing the joint exertions of Grubage and 
Stubbings, the theatre was fated to contain 
not more than from five to seven persons 
nightly, and consequently, many a Saturday 
arrived in vain, ‘The company (i. e. Grub- 
age and Stubbings) at last, tired of not eat- 
ing and drinking, rebelled, and explained to 
the manager that, unless they were paid 
they must withdraw their valuable services ; 
the manager was alarmed, and, in order to 
pacity these violent spirits, proposed a bene- 
lit free of all charges, te disburse their 
claims, With joy did Grubage and Stub- 
Hings accept the offer, and retired to their 
inoines (a back garret in Salisbury Court), 
to think what was best to be dene to draw 
them money. Stubbings thought of all 
sorts of comic songs, of ‘ music, dancing, 
and performances of the like kind ;” but 
not so Grubage—that great talent for do 
“hich has since shone with such splendour, 





iided him, and while Stubbings’ bill an- 





nounced that, “Qu Monday, the 19th, for 
the benefit of Mr. Stubbings, wonld be 
given a great variety of Comme Songs and 
other Entertainments.’’ Grubage, in all 
the flare-up of red eapitals, informed the 
publie that, “ On Tuesday, the 20th, would 
take place, for the first time at auy theatre 
in the world, the 
EXTRAORDINARY PERFORMANCE 
oF SigNor Nova Scotia, 
on the ‘Tight Rope, who would dance and 
execute the most astonishing evolutions 
without the aid of a Balance Pole,” (then 
never attempted.) ‘The Monday night ar- 
rived, Stubbings was all expectation, but 
the house only realized eleven shillings, and 
poor Stubbings was in grief. The Tuesday, 
the doors were besieged by four o’elcck ; 
when opened, the house crowded in every 
pait, the receipts, 32/. 4s. 6d.—-happy 
Grubage. he first performance over (The 
Lroken Bridge), ail was expectation for the 
appearance of the astonishing rope dancer 
—at last the curtain rose, and discovered 
a large white sheet stretched across the 
stage, with lights behiad to render it trans- 
parent, and two chairs, on the backs of 
which rested a broad board, with its edge 
towards the audience, which was supposed 
to be the rope —and, really, to some of the 
uninitiated, appeared so—a little applause 
followed this, and presently entered the 
Signor, behind the sheet, and making his 
bow mounted the rope (bvard), and begau 
to caper with all his might—this was too 
much for the poor gulled and deluded 
audience, and showers of gooselike and 
most hissing sounds proceeded from their 
mouths, whew the Signor, in attempting one 
of his extraordinary jumps, unfortunately 
fell, and cracking the chairs, tumbled, board 
and al, through the stretehed sheet, and 
discovered to their angry view the cunning 
Grubage. All was now contusion — the 
audience rushed upon the stage to inflict 
sumirary vengeance on Grnbage, but the 
manager, attempting to address them, came 
in for the buffets instead, while Grubage 
escaped with the 37. In about five minutes 
the house was completely gutted, and the 
police interfering, all were carried to Bow 
Street, and Sir George Baker committed 
the poor manager to six months’ solitary 
confinement, for riot, and keeping a disor- 
derly house. ; 
To be continued. 
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METROPOLITAN THEATRES, 


HAYMARKET. 
THE season of the leading Metropolitan 
Theatre, has terminated, and the members 
of the company are about to visit the pro- 





vinces, some as a matter of business, others, | 


as a rlaxation from the arduous duties of 
a nine months season. Her Majesty patron- 
izing the last performance of the season 
added attraction to the wind-up, and gave 
eur old and valued caterer Mr. Webster, an 
additional amuunt of good spirits. Fron 
what we can recollect of the season, from 
the multitudinous inducements held out to 
the audiences to come again and again, we 
should think the result has been prosperous, 
We scarcely recollect a season where Mr. 
Webster, | oking at them as a whoe, has 
had a better comedy company than the one 
just past. The starring engagements have 
been less thin usual, for with the exception 
of the first series of Mr. Macready’s fare- 
well performances, we have only had the 
appearances ot Mr. & Mrs. Charles Kean, 
which we understand, have not by any 
means, realized the manager’s expe: tations. 
The great desire to sce Mr. Macreedy may 
have been the cause of this, in fact, we 


know no other reason to ass gn, unless the 
public are vetting more acute on Mr, Charles 


Kean’s histronic poweis.  T'robably this 
season, this gentleman’s real position bas 
been more clearly ascertained, as the want 


of attracticn in the fur from original play of 


the “ Wife’s Secret,” in *“ Llamlet,’’ and 
other plays, has induced the manager to 
produce works of more ordinary pretensions 
and the appearing in parts, played by men 
of ordinary abilities, has set the public in- 
quiring really how far Mr. Kean in those 
characters is superior to his predecessors. 
However, what disapprintment Mr. Web- 
ster may have had in this quarter, we tee} 
sure must have been balanced by the united 
exertions of his regular corps. With so 
many actors and actiesses unparalleled in 
their particular line, each entertainment, and 
the evening has sometimes been made up 
of four, has been supported by different 
artists, and each equally high in the pro- 
fession. ‘Thus to the winning charm of 
variety, has been added the magnetic power 
of quality, and let us hope that success may 
attend such laudable exertions to merit the 
patronage of the public 


LYCEUM. 


Althengh the regular season has finished 
we find, to our great grat’fication, this fa- 
vorite heunt of the aristociacy, and indeed 
of all who desire to witness and enjcy ster- 
ling acting, still cecasionally open, with an 
admirably-selected arrangement of enter- 
tninments, On Friday last, Mr. Charles 
Mathews, and the ever celebrated Madame 
Vestris, delighted the town with their per- 
formances in one of Planche’s well-known 
d:amas: this was suceceded by Egerton 
Wilks’s well-known and witty farce, entitled 
“ Bambo zling ” in which we found Mr, 
Bellingham (a very rising light comedian) 
sustaining the part formerly entrusted to 
Wrench, with great suecess, and amid con- 
tinnous shouts of laughter, Miss Julia 
Glover was pleasing and pretty as_ the 
€ young lady in difficulties,” and Mrs. 
Macnamara as Lady Meadows, was, as she 
always is, careful, correct, and cffective. 
Ihe theatre was again open on Monday, 
when a highly-fashionable audience graced 
its boxes (;1vate and public), and the farce 
of ‘ Bambovuzling,” was repeated, and re- 
ceived with rvars of laughter. 


STRAND. 

We have had cur young sprigs about 
town singing ‘ Variety— variety,” after the 
thectres have been closed at twelve o'clock 
at night, and now it appears, our old ma- 
nager, Farren, at the Strand, has caught 
the infection, for never did a manager pre- 
duce such a variety of new pieces in so 
short a time as Mr. Farren has of late. On 
Thursday, a new piece, yelept “ Alcestis, 
the original Strong-minded Woman,” was 
produced, written by young Mr, Talfourd, 
the eldest son of the respected and talented 
judge. This young author has written se- 
veral pieces uf a similar kind, and has been 
remarkably successful. The present one 
is of a description that affords great scope 
to the actor, and is highly entertaining, the 
dialogne being exceedingly witty and dive.5 
sified. The characters are cast very cf! - 
ciently, and admirably well sustained, by 
Messrs. I]. and W. Farren, Compton, Shal- 
ders, Mesdames Leigh Murray, Phillips, &. 
It would be useless to attempt to give the 
plot, it being founded upon such slight mi - 
terials, that it could hardly be supposed so 
much could be done as bas been aceom- 
‘plished, by the author. Our readers will 
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do well to see the piece, being assured they 
will be highly entertained. At the fall of 
the curtain, immense cheering followed, and 
the young and talented author was loudly 
called for. He came forward, and was 
heartily congratulated upon its success. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 








F Chatterton’s beuefit in our next. 

Norice.—In our next week’s number, we shall give 
a tengthened notice of the very excellent Con- 
ert of Miss Leslie’s, which took place on 
Wednesday last, at Store Street Music Hall. 

Aw Op Svunscrinen.—We decline the Article, 
for reasons known to the writer. 

F. St.{G. - We should say Laertes—by far the best 

art. 

A Gesscniims to H. M. T.—Madame Pasta’s first 
appearance in England, was in the year 1817. 
EpcGar.—It was in the year 1824. that Rossini 
first appeared in the Orchestra of Her Majesty’s 

‘Theatre. 

S. Stcprn.—Mrs Glover was born in 1782 con- 
sequently is in her 68 year. Her first appearance 
was at Covent Garden, in 1797, fifty-three years 
ago. 

H. 11.—We should suggest the propriety of ab- 
staining from the staye altogether. 


will not open before the end of September. 

G. W. Biimincuam.—You will be able to get a 
copy from Mr. Pratt our Agent, every Thursday 
evening. 
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THURSDAY,, JULY 1}, 1850. 


WHAT TALENT IS ON THE STAGE? 





Warner, Miss Cooper, Miss Phillips, and 
many others, sufficient to form en masse, 
a first-rate tragic company, or two good 
second-rate companies, provided one “bright, 
particular star’ or two, such men as 
Macready was (and nothing less) could be 
found also. Until this actor shall rise, 
however, such theatres as Sadler’s Wells 
seem the only alternative. 

The forces of the <Kean’s at the 
Princess’s we fear, will not forma brilliant 
company, because Mr. Kean himself is not 
the Atlas we need to bear the weight of 
such an establishment chiefly on his own 
shoulders. The failure of Anderson should 
be a warning to lL.jm. But still the experi- 
ment is one which affords a gleam of hope 
for the poetic drama, and we therefore hail 
it with satisfaction. We trust, sincerely, 
all the available talent of the stage will soon 
be bronght to London. Such an actress 
as Miss Faucit should not be lost sight of 
(provided her terms be not exorbitant), and 
the talents of Mr. Henry Betty, we hope 
aud believe, will not fail eventually to secure 
for him a position on the Metropolitan 


. | beards. The Olympic and Princess’s would 
J. Seaty—We should suppose the Princess's | ng 


be sufficient to give all a home. 
Bera. 





THE MORALITY OF THE STAGE, 
Continued from page 2\0. 


I would now desire to direct attent’on to 
the two other divisions into which I have 
divided the representations of the Stage, 
“Comedy and Farce.’ I will consider 
them both together and define them to be 
“ Dramatic representations of the lighter 
faults of mankind.” 

To recreate by exciting laughter, and to 
instruct by exhibiting foibles and faults as 
objects of ridicule is the final cause of 





Comedy ; as long as it does this without 


It fis surprising to hear the dull perti-| trangressing the ‘bounds of decency and 
nacity of some one-sided critics, who because nature, which as I have remarked of tragedy, 
we have no sublime histrionic genius among no public representation can with im- 
us, assert there are no good actors alive! punity do, a Comedy or Farce, witnessed 
To say nothing of Macready, who has been after the daily duties of life are performed, 
almost a great actor, we have still Vanden- aud the mind is free to the reception of 
loff, Phelps, Betty, Wallack, Creswick, innocent amusement, cannot fail to help us 
Bennett, G. K. Dickinson, Cowle, W. Shelly, ' to that for which we were born—the enjoy- 
L. Murray, Martin, Cooper, and among the ment of our lives. 


lndies—Miss Faucit, Marston, Cooper, Mrs.! 


Ilaving now shewn you that tragedy 


Kean, Miss Glyn, Miss Vandenhoff, Mrs.’ deters some men from wickedness, and yuts 
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others on their guard against the too ready 
belief of slander, so I must have conviuced 
you that it often secretly helps to the per- 
formance of every other duty of life, and 
as every One must admit, that to witness 
either a Tragedy, a Comedy, or a Farce, is 
an enjoyment to the mind, I ask the credit 
of having shewn beyond the power of con- 
tradiction that the stage as a whole and in 
every part, tends tu morality. 

My observations have hitherto been ex- 
pressly confined to the stage, but before I 
conclude, it will be necessary to say a few 
words as to the Theatre, and at one admit- 
ting that characters whose existence we 
regret are to be found amongst the audience 
of every Theatre, it is not I conceive, any 
argument against the morality of the Stage, 
tor in every large public assembly where all 
ranks of persons meet, every grade of cha- 
racter will be founcl, 

Such an argument would be equally good 
against the Church as the Stage, and as it 
would be unnecessary injustice to say that 
because persons too callous to receive beucfit 
by the preaching of the Gospel, are to be 
found at Church, that religion itself is im- 
moral, so surely, it is equally unjust to say 
that the Stage being morality itself, has a 
tendency to immorality, because some of 
the spectators in the theatre, are not men- 
tally constituted to. receive those lessons 
of morality which I have proved to you, it 
so well teaches. 


J. M. Moore. 








MRS. GLOVER’S PARTING NIGHT. 


The great array of talent announced to 
appear on Mrs. Glover’s farewell, shews 
that she is as much esteemed in the pro- 
fession as she is admired by the public at 
large. Never was Sheridan’s brilliant co- 
medy of “The Rivals” announced with 
such a glorious caste. Farren, the royal 
original, once more treads on the mammoth 
boards, and plays one of his great parts. 
Acres finds his best representative living ; 
Keeley and Wigan support the small parts 
of David and Fag, to add strength to the 
materiel, The enchanting Nisbett will be 
the Lydia: Query—will there not be more 
than one languishing Absolute? The pert 
Lucy will also be a prominent figure in this 
unrivalled group, for, though so small a 


part, Mrs. Keeley is determined to lend a 
hand in the demonstration. Julia Melville, 
a part immeasurably beneath the great po- 
sition she holds in her profession, will be 
sustained by the much-too-long-absent 
Ilelen Faucit. In fine, Mrs. Malaprop will 
be surrounded by a host of the leading 
talent of the age. Madame Vestris and 
Charles Mathews in a very popular vaude- 
ville from the Lyceum. Some of the lead- 
ing stars in a fav: urite farce. Catherine 
Hayes, Miss Lucombe, and Miss Dolby, in 
a concert, that will include a couple of 
songs by our Great National Tenor. 

Mrs. Glover's maiden name was Better- 
ton; she was born on the 8th of January, 
in the year 1782. Made her first appear- 
ance, when achild, under the auspices of 
Mr. Wilkinson, of the York Theatre, and 
at the age of fourteen, she played many ar- 
duous characters at Bath, and in the year 
1797, debated at the Haymarket as Elvina 
in Hannah More’s tragedy of “ Perey.” In 
1803-4, she joined the Drury-lane company 
and her success in comedy was so great 
that the managers of Covent Garden, at an 
immense salary, secured her services for 
four years. Ip 1813-14, she was again at 
Drury-lane, and afterwards spent two sea- 
sons at the Surrey, then in the hands of 
Dibdin. After a few years in the provinces, 
she returned to Drury. During the latter 
part of her career, she has been chiefly at 
the Haymarket, one season at the Olympic, 
and a short time at Drury-lane theatre. Ler 
last engagement was at the Strant theatre, 
where she played for about six months. 








FROM MISS HIGGINBOTHAM. 


London, July 1, 1850. 
New-street, Covent Garden. 
Mv dear Susan, —We arrived here on 
Friday, and Sam has been very bad tem- 
pered ever since ; one must leave home to 
try peoples tempers. I find instead of being 
a journey of pleasure it has been quite the 





reverse. On our journey there came some 
young lasses in the same carriage with us, 
and Sam took more notice of them than he 
| did of me, but don’t you think I am jealous, 

London seems a strange town; talk about 
| manners, why our people in Bradford are 
| quite polite, compared to them, Here you 
‘are pushed and knocked about shameful), 
















































snd when I walk out with Sam, he never 
sa's anything to people that uses me this 
way. If they did so at Bradford, he would 
fisit half the people in the town, but 
here he dees not notice them; so you see 
you must travel before you know people’s 
teinprs. 

But, I must tell you, where we have 
been, we were taken by a friend to Cremorne 
Gardeis, and went by water, about seven 
miles for three-pence, only think of that. 
Sam got smoking cigars with sume young 
gentlemen on board, who were very polite, 
and one of them was mighty civil to me, 
and Sam took no notice of it. When we 
got to the gardens we had to pay a shilling 
each admission, and when Sam put his 
hand in his pocket for his purse, lo and 
behold it was gone! which made him more 
ili-temp: red than before ; so one of these 
young men yaid for us. Do you know I 
have a mighty notion that some of these 
chaps had got Sam’s purse. He says there 
was not much in it; I don’t believe it. 
Well, we got in the gardens, it is a vast 
pretty place to be sure,—lots of images 
stuck about all naked, if they were at 
Bradford, folks would soon bresk them, 
but Lurd bless you, the women here have 
no shame about them, you only sce them 
dance the Pola as they call it; why they 
hug and squeeze the young men in such a 
way, why our folks in Bradford would ery 
shame of them, but they don’t here, its all 
impudence with young men and women. 
One young huzzy eame to Sam and asked 
him to dance and I would not let him; no 
I was not gcing to let her hug him about 
in that fashion ; if he is to dance the polka 
I ll dance with him. But don’t think I am 
jealous. Oh its post time, so I must leave 
off, for if I leave my letter till to-morrow 
you want get it till Monday, as that fool 
Lord Ashley, that comes to Bradford and 
attencs all the meetings, has put a stop to 
post delivery on Sunday, so you’il have 
nothing to read on Sunday afternoon if I 
don’t send by this post, sv good by till 1 
write again. 

Truly yours, 
Mary Hice1nsorTHam. 
To Cousin Susan, Bradford. 








The soil of California is so rich that if you sow 
goose quilis there over night you will have a crop 
of gold pens in the morning. 
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PROVINCIAL, 


Mavscurster T. R —The ‘ Bride of Lammer- 
moor,” was the principal feature of the week ; 
Mrs. King, Miss Lanza, and Mr. King, being in 
good voice, and excited mueh interest and delight 
in their characters. Mr. Latter as Raymond, was 
superb, This gentlemans dignified action and 
demeanour on the stage, gives a double effect to 
his voeal powers, 

The “ Bohemian Girl,” has agaia been on the 
carpet. Mrs, King was very happy in “ E dreamt 
that TH dwelt.’ &e. The operatic company have 
completed a successful engagement, acquiring 
both reputation and popularity, The clever 
farce of an “ Object of Interest,” suceceded the 
opera on Thursday evening, when Mr, and Mrs. 
Wood were quite at home, and had their-audience 
at their fingers ends, tickling them as they pleased, 
Mrs. Wood's Fanny Grubbles,” is particularly 
humourous. The Italian Opera succeeds the 
English company. So, our musical admirers 
have ample provision for their varied palates. 

Cassixno.—There has been little or no variety 
here during the week, if we except the changes 
of the songs in the evening concerts, which gen- 
erally pass off well; selected as they are with a 
discriminating taste. The comic entertainment 
of the “ Three Pair of Lovers,” and tle ballet of 
“ Punch,” being popular, and continue nightly to 
delight, the manager judiciously keeps it a stand- 
ing bill of fire fer thetweck, Both pieces are 
very neatly * got up’’ ard well deserve the hearty 
applause the principal actors have bestowed upon 
them, Mr. Burton caters with a becoming spirit 
of enterprise for his patrons, which conduces so 
favourable for him and- makes bis house quite 
popular, 

Cotossecrm —A beautiful pietcr'al novelty and 
Ethiopean spectacle was produced here on the 
5th inst. which ercditably redounds to the ability 
of the manager, and the execution of the company 
in their individual personations. 

The wonder of the Ter; ischorean world tripped 
it on the fantastic on Monday evening ; and, to 
have a correct idea of his innumerable steps, and 
the grace and lightning rapidity with which Le 
exercises the genius cf his toe and heel, can best 
be credited and admired than described. We un- 
derstand, he is a genuine grit negro, from tle far- 
west, and not one of those domestic manufac- 
tured piebald abortions of Ethiopiunism. He is 
decidedly very clever, and well worth witnessing, 

Beitever Ganvens.— The attractions are of 
such a varied, instructive and pleasing character, 
thay they cannot fail to produce pleasure, ‘The 
gardens are in full bloom, and the museum is 
stocked with living curiosities, from the north, 
east, west, and south. ‘There is also an extensive 
model of Hobart Town, in Australia, in the 
gardens, where an hour or so can be profitably 
bestowed. Severing yourself from the dingy at- 
mosphere of the town, you can in a few minutas 
transplant yourself into an elysium, there to enjoy 
a rural treat that cannot surpassed on the 
outlets, 
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THE THEATRICAL JOURNAL. 


QveFn’s THraTRE—The attractions of the week | 
have been of a divers’ fied and pleasing character. 
Among them, was Rede’s “ Adventures of a High- 
wayman'” The properties and scenery gives an 
in‘eresting effect to the piece. The principal cha- 
racters were well sustained by Messrs. G, Wild, 
Egan, Preston, Mr. Rosiere, and Miss Fanny 
Williams. Mr. Egan, as leader of the banditti, with 
his talented aid de-camps, Fanny and George, pro- 
duced interest and humour, where they encounter 
Beau Brummell and Colville, and plunder them in 
the most polite and accomplished manner, which, in 
the end, saves Jack Ran from a hempen elevation. 
The piece is quite in character with the well-known 
characteristics of “road gents.” The ‘ Soldiers’ 
Progress,” has had a suceessful run On the 5th 
inst. Charles Dillon presented snch a bill of attrac- 
tion, that speaks trumpet-tongued of his abilty and 
disposition to please ; namely, French Drama; an 
Fxtravaganza of the “Babes in the Wood.” 
(George and Fanny, as the ‘‘innocents,"’) and 
“ Luke the Labourer,’ which went off with loud 
eclat, from a crowded house. 

DvuBLIN, QUEEN'S —The business here is excel- 
Jent. Mr. John Harris our manager, really merits 
much encomium for his continued exertions to 
please; and it is gratifying to observe that endeav- 
ours so strenuous to obtain a fair share of pul-lic 
patronage hav- been attended with results so highly 
satisfactory. The theatre is nightly crowded with 
all the rank and fashion of our Metropolis. 

HuLt, QuEEN’s.—This Theatre is advertised to 
he let for exhibitions, &c., for the ensuing two 
months® 

Bits'ox.—The Theatre closed on Friday last, 
after a short but very successful season. Mr. 
Thorne will probably soon again visit this town 
wher: he is very much respected. To us, the 
novelty of a well conducted theatre is alike ayree- 
able and unusual, and we in conjunction with all 
the townsfolk shall be much pleased to find the 
company return. 

Boston.—Mr. Cave the proprietor of the Vaux- 
hall Gardens, has engaged the principal members 
of the company from the Queen’s Theatre, Hull, 
who are now acting here to very capital business. 

Braprorp.—There is some rumour that Mr. 
Mosley re-opens shortly; it is stated that many 
alt'ra ions and improvements in the theatre are 
now in progress. 

Maipstonr..— We hear that Mr. Thornton cam- 
mences his season shortly, with a very strong 
Company, and congratulate the town upon so 
powerful an accession to intellectual amusement. 

BirmtxcuaM.—Our Theatre is closed at present, 
and will remain so till the end of August. The 
pleasure gardens and the saloon, have been well 
attended during the week, 











OUR LITTLE CHATTER BOX 


AMERICAN THEATRICALS, 

Burton's THEATRE.—A new comedy, entitled 
“Upside Down; or Philosophy in Petticoats,” 
has been produced with immense success. owing 
to the manager's inimitable personation of Richard 
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joined Burton, who is doing a splendid business 
notwithstanding the heat of the weather. 

Broapway Tuerarre. — The new comedy of 
“Extremes,” is the chief attraction at this house. 
Mrs. Abbott and Miss E. Duret play the principal 
characters. 

Bowrry.—A_ new tragedy, entitled “ Marco 
Bozzaris,” by a native author, is being played at 
this theatre, in which Mr, Wallack, jun., plays the 
principal part, and is highly spoken of. 

Nisto’s. — Mrs. F, Wallack is ‘added to the 
talented company, and business is going on swim- 
mingly. 

Miss Anna Cruise is at the National Theatre, 
where she has become a grea: favourite, 


Barnum, of Tom Thumb notoriety, has opened 
a magnificent saloon, attached to his Museum, tor 
theatrical purposes; and, in addition to his own 
company, he has secured the services of Miss 
Alexina Fisher, Mr, Hankins, Mr. A. Andrews, 
and Mr. T, Hadaway; and Mr. C. W, Clarke, as 
stage-manager, The following morceau appears 
in his programme :—“ The new curiosities and 
attractions comprise several rare and valuable 
novelties, among which is the carriage of Queen 
Adelaide, the late Queen Dowager of Great 
Britain; together with the magnificent gold. 
monnted harness for eight horses, and the gorgeous 
golden livery of the late Queen's coachman, foot- 
mer, and outridcrs ! ’ 

Parts Curr Cuar.—The warmth of the wea- 
ther has operated prejudicia!ly with reference to 
theatricals. The Opera closes for a couple of 
months—La Ce i‘o has left, and Alboni is about 
to follow her.— Arnal is diverting the northern 
provinces, whilst Lemaitre is amusing the south 
by his personution of * Toussaint L’ Ouverture.” 


Music Haut, Srons-staret.—Mr, John Parry 
repeated his entertainment on Monday evening to 
a crowded and highly respectable audience, who 
applauded him to the echo from first to last, 


Mr. Bunn has been giving his entertainment at 
Plymouth with great success, and has proceeded 
from thence to Exeter and Taunton. 


Miss Kennepy was the name of the lady harpist 
who made her first appearance before a London 
audieuce at M. de Kontski’s concert, Her pl: ying 
of a fantasia by Parish lAvars elicited great ad- 
miration. 

Miss Annie Romer made a most successful 
first appearance at the Surrey Theatre on last 
Wednesday, as Amina, in the * Sonnambula; ’ 
she was supported by Mr. Travers as Elvino, Mr, 
Borrani as Count Rodolpho, and Mr. Widdicomb 
as Alessio. 

Jenny Linp,— This .powerful vocalist gave 
lately six concerts in the Stockholm Theatre, the 
net proceeds of which she handed over to” the 
Theatrical Pension Fund, which is said to have 
amounted to 2,4001.—Revue Musicale. 

MADAME DE Lozano, the Spanish vocalist, an- 
nounces her annual concert to take place at the 
Soho Theatre, on Wednesday, the 17th inst., at 
which she proposes introducing several new 
Spanish national songs, in addition tu the other 


if 





Lovell. Mr. Bass and Mr. H. Placide have both 


varied attractions of her programme. 





























ODD THINGS, | 











“I'm getting up in the world,” as the gudgeon | 
s:il when drawn out of water. 

To cure deafness, tell a men you want to pay a 
debt you have owed him. 

We like a man who knows his own business | 
better than we do one who knows every body's else. 

A beau dressed out resembles the cinnamon tree: 
the bark is of greater value than the body. 

A recent philosopher discovered a method to avoid 
being dunned! How—how—how? we hear every 
body asking. Never run in debt. 

If one asks a question, and another answers it, 
which is the oddest fellow? The qucrist. (Queerest.) 

Mahomet’s father is said to have been so exceed 
ingly handsome that the day be was married two 
hundred virgins of the tribe of Korelsh died of 
broken hearts. 

We are sadly afraid that a husband, like a 
chimney, is almost beyond a cure, when once he 
takes to smoking in doors !—Joseph Fume. 

Which is the deepest, the longest, the broadest, | 
and the smallest grave in Esher chureh-yard ?— 
‘hat in which Miles Eutton lics buried ; for it 
contain Miles below the sod, Miles in length, and 
Miles in breadth—and yet it is only a Button-hole, 











PROLOGUE, 
Delivered at the North London Atheneum, on 
the opening of the Drama’s Home Dramatic 
Class : written by Morris Asher, E-q , author 

of the “ Wreck of the Pegasus,” &c. 
Long has the tyro of dramatic lore, 
Desired a path the hill of fame to soar; 
Long has he yearned that some industrious mind, 
Would raise a temple of the Roscian kind, 
Where talent might shine forth in bright array, 
And give the world the genius of the day ; 
That struggling effort might forsake the dark 
And find a friend to listen and to mark; 
Long has he battled with the giant wave, 
That seeks to sink him in oblivion’s grave. 
What talent might enrich the lofty stage— 
Show Romeo's passion, Duke of Glo’ster's rage, 
Had schools been consecrated to that muse, 
Whom idiot-minds unthinkingly abuse ? 
What broken hearts arithmetie might name, 
That lie, uncared for, at the foot of fame 
Hearts that had lustred througn a world’s renown, 
Had cruel envy not have struck them down ? 
It were to give offence to Shakspere’s page, 
To shut the rising genius from our stage. 
Few, who've not trod the thorny path can know, 
To what unceasing cares the public owe 
The talent of the stage ; nor month, nor year, 
Shall fit her in fame’s temple to appear. 
Then, if soft Thespis asks such Atlas weight, 
Early to risc, xn to retire late, 
No unrequired thorns should stay the race 








Less to the poor man than the king on throne; 
No bribe to patronage shall be the key, 

*Tis justice we respect not golden fee ; 

Not California mad, by glittering vold 

Thh Drama’s Home is never bought and sold. 
To cherish talent is our noble aim, 

To give obscurity a lustrous name. 

And in rotation, each his friends shall show, 
How farthe talents he possesses go, 

So that no envy shall assail our place, 

The Drama's Home, that home of every grice. 
Delightful task ! to prop the drooping stage, 
And make her loftier through every age. 

Oh, sacred Stage ! by Shakspere made divine, 
With Godlike power of his matchless line. 
Who shall deery the Stage? no thinking mind ; 
It is the school that dignifies mankind, 

Lo! Virtue nursed there—see dark Vice abhor'd 
Hear the rich music ot the minstrel’s chord, 
Behold the treasures of the human mine, 
Unfolded there, upon a world to shine, 

It joys the heart to learn that England’s Queen, 
Approves, applauds, commands the mimic scene ; 
It proves her mind as queenly as her name, 

To lift the spirit seeking honest fame ; 
And all pronounce that slave a coward mean, 
Who lifts his hand against our gracious Queen, 
Those who have met on this suspicious night 
Will urge their best to render you delight ; 
And hope that merey (attribute of Heaven !) 
Will, English-like. upon their acts be given, 
Those who shall win approval, give applause, 
And advocate the histrioni¢ cause ; 
Those who shali stumble in their rugeed way, 
Let not your frowns dishcarten and dismay, 
For he—but lowly on our opening night— 
May reach, with giant strides, Fame’s topmost 
height. 








ADVERTISEMENTS. 


MADAME TUSSAUD’S 


MARIA MANNING, George Manning, 
Bloomtield Rush, taken from life during their trials. 
—A cast in plaster of Mr, O'Connor, with a plan 
of the kitchen where he was murdered, Models of 
Stanfield Hall and Potash farm are now added to 
the Chamber of Horrors, at Madame TUSSAUD 
and SON'S Exuipition Bazaar, Baker Street, 
Portman square.—Open from eleven till dusk, 
and from seven till ten —Admittance 1s; small 
room, 6d, extra 











SUB-CRIPLIONS, 
Three Months -ccscses cesses One Shilling, 
Six Months......ceeeceeeeees Two Shillings. 
Twelve Mounths..........-+.. F ur Shillings, 


Published every Thursday Afternoon at Pour o'clock, for 
the Proprietor, by S. ¥. Cullins, 113, Pleet Street; tu be 








That bears the ambitious tothe toil-reached place 
All hail, the “Drama's Home,” with joy unfeign’d | 
The shrine of Thespis, which shall be maintained, 


The amateur to aid; his hope shall find, | 


Those will appreciate his gifts of mind. 
All shall enjoy a chance, no favours skowr, 
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